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Trash Eater
Goal/ Concept statement
The purpose of this interactive prototype is to make people 
pay more attention to the classification of garbage.

The classification of the garbage can bring a lot of benefits. 
And as I know, in China, people don’t have much awareness 
of garbage classification. That I want to choose big shopping 
malls in Beijing to present this project.

Take Sanlitun as an example, Sanlitun is where Beijing young 
people gather, and my project is to face young generations. 
There will be several different kinds of trashcans place in, 
each with a screen showing the "trash eater" on its top. When 
people passing around throw the wrong garbage into the 
trashcan, the scanner will detect it and project an image of 
“trash eater” on the screen. “Trash eater” may talk about the 
importance of garbage classification in an interesting way.
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All across the world much emphasis is being laid on Waste management and disposal in the greenest way possible. First and foremost resources and landfill sites on 
the earth are limited that have a major bearing in the kind of activities that we carry out. Therefore the emphasis on waste disposal in a green way looks quite normal. 
Waste and garbage disposal is of course a big task that involves a lot of planning and scientific knowledge so that the balance of the environment is maintained along 
with the cost effectiveness of the process.

Waste collection and garbage disposal play an important role in the cleanliness drive of any nation state or county. The health and conservation of resources is the 
responsibility of the government in any country. Various policies and programs are designed and implemented from time to time that involves a lot of expenditure. 
Numerous privately managed organizations also take part in these programs to ease the pressure on government agencies. In many cities like London the Government of 
the day has been left with a responsibility of overseeing the work done by privately held organizations that have taken up garbage collection and waste disposal in a big way. 
What exactly is the need to dispose off garbage and waste by incurring such large expense?

Garbage Collection is important for Protection of environment
Garbage and waste can cause air and water pollution. Rotting garbage is known to produce harmful gases that mix with the air and cause breathing problems in people. 
Watch carefully the vegetation around the landfill sites you will be able to ascertain the damage that can be caused by garbage and waste if left untreated in the open. The 
rotting garbage and waste enmates a foul smell in the vicinity that causes nausea among people who just need to cross that particular area. Garbage and waste cause many 
water borne diseases like cholera, Diarrhea, abdominal discomfort etc. Since water sources are scarce and need to be protected at all costs thus the role of waste disposal 
companies especially in London increases. Organizations like clearitwaste make it a point to secure their landfill sites so that water bodies are not affected by the garbage and 
waste collected from homes and commercial establishments.

Conservation of resources with Garbage recycling
Recycling of products that leave our homes as waste and garbage is of utmost importance. Glass, oil, plastic, paper all can be recycled which will ultimately put less pressure 
on the natural resources used to manufacture these products. Recycling has been the buzzword in waste and garbage disposal since recycling not only helps in conserving 
the natural resources but also reduces the cost of production of many a products. Paper if recycled can save a lot of trees all across the world.

Conserving the natural beauty and landscapes with waste collection
Hills and mountains posses natural beauty and majesty that is marred sometimes by mindless throwing of waste and garbage. This tendency spoils the beauty of that place. 
Landscapes look shabby if they are littered and places of tourist interest loose their sheen which of course leads to a loss of business for people who have been associated 
with the tourism industry. Natural beauty is a legacy and a right for the future generation and conserving it for their benefit is our responsibility today.

source: https://clearitwaste0.wordpress.com/2013/09/26/the-importance-of-waste-and-rubbish-collection/

Importance of garbage Recycling



Recycling problem in China

source:
http://www.chinaqking.com/yc/2016/700859.html
http://cn.chinagate.cn/photonews/2014-06/11/content_32632754.htm
http://pp.163.com/djianguo/pp/9851088.html



Phase 1: Define
What is the problem being solved?

Need trash cans which can detect garbage elements.

What are the project expectations?

The purpose of this interactive prototype is to make people pay more attention to the classification of garbage.

Who is the audience?

Younger generations in Beijing/ China.
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Phase 2: Shape
At first, I was thinking about making an app called “trash eater”, the goal is same from this one.
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This phone app "trash eater" is designed for people 
who want to develop a habit of garbage or people who 
are into simulation games. 
Homepage for this app is a little monster's home, it is 
the trash eater. After click on the button "feed", it will 
go to next page to select which kind of recyclable trash 
the user throw away or collect (trash classification). 
Then icons of different trash will fall from the top of the 
phone interface, the little monster will eat it and grow 
bigger.
To make sure the user really did trash classification, 
this app only allows users to feed the monster 5 times 
a day. If the user wants to keep on recording trash he/
she classified after feeding the monster 5 times he/
she can do it but there won't be rewarded for it. Also, 
classified trash will turn in to gold coin in-app, users 
can use the gold coin to buy furniture for the monster. In 
case to attract user keeps on using the app, there will 
be rewards for users like: "Achievement: 100 bottles 
recycled".
My users are basically just taping and swiping in the 
app, all type of trash will show by icons. 
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After second week’s feedback, I decided to make this project bigger. I want to add a trash can which recognition QR 
codes and this project might be in a museum or exhibition’s exit. The museum canteen and restaurant will be selling 
water with QR code on it. When people leave the museum, there will be the special trash can which connects to a screen 
of the monster. So when people throw the water bottle into the trash can the monster will appear on the screen and 
saying something like:”Human is really strange, they always throw precious away.”
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From third week’s feedback, I found this is still unimpressive that I move the place to Time Square where more people 
will pay attention to.
There will be several different kinds of trashcans place in Time Square, each with a camera hanging on its top. When 
people passing around throw the wrong garbage into the trashcan, the scanner will detect it and project an image 
of “trash eater” and the garbage thrower to the screen. “Trash eater” may talk about the importance of garbage 
classification.
Feedback on this version is about people's portraiture right. Also, I found there will be people who just want to be on the 
big frame in Time Square that they will throw wrong garbage on purpose.



Trash Eater
Phase 3: Make/ Prototype
Needs:

Trashcans with scanners
screen
video of “trash eater”/ ai program of it
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